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Christmas in England is rather different to 

Christmas in Germany. My first Christmas in 

Germany was very strange to me, and even 

after a number of years some things still feel odd.

It starts with Advent. We do, of course, have Advent calen-

dars in England, but unless you go to church regularly, and 

most people don’t, Advent itself is not marked out at all. 

There are, however, Christmas markets, many filled with 

stalls from other countries in Europe. Again, for church-

goers, the German tradition of the Christingle service has 

moved to England, and some people have a single Advent 

candle that they burn for a period each day of Advent.

The big thing that doesn’t happen in Germany is sending 

lots of Christmas cards; to friends, family and colleagues, 

even if we see them regularly. Nearly everyone has a list 

of people to send a card to. Nowadays, many people send 

e-cards instead and big displays of paper cards are more a 

thing of the past in many households. But people still send 

plenty online.  

To us, 6th December is nothing special. Children don’t 

need to put out their shoes the night before, because Saint 

Niklaus will not visit – instead, we have Father Christmas.

We do, of course, put up Christmas deco-
rations, and have Christmas trees. The-

se were introduced to England in the 19th 
century by two Germans who married into 

our royal family: Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Stre-
litz and Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. Traditionally, 

the tree and the decorations are put up on Christmas Eve, 
24th December and taken down on 12th Night, 5th January. 
But nowadays many people put up their decorations at the 
beginning of December, and some even take them down 
right after Christmas. 

Christmas Eve is the day before our real Christmas. Peo-
ple go to work as usual, although office workers 
are often given the afternoon off, and shops 
may close a little earlier than usual but 
most stay open all day. 

On Christmas Eve parents will 
pack the stockings (usually a 
big sock) that the children get 
instead of the Saint Nikolaus 
Day shoe. The presents are 
smaller things, not the big 
“proper” presents that the 
children get from their 
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